Community Meeting

Introducing the Ashby Bart Task Force

Monday, May 15, 2006

South Berkeley Senior Center

Panel: 
Mayor Tom Bates, Councilmember Max Anderson, Jim Gleich, Vice Chair, South Berkeley Neighborhood Development Corporation, Jesse Anthony, Chair, South Berkeley Neighborhood Development Corporation

Project Director: 
Ed Church

Moderator: 

Taj Johns

Notes: 


Shallon Allen


Start: 7:15pm

Taj Johns provided an introduction, reviewed the agenda and set some ground rules for participation.
Jesse Anthony expressed his enthusiasm to be a part of this project and his view that when we get it all worked through, the community will be very excited about it.

Councilmember Anderson thanked all of the people involved and expressed his optimism that  this project will yield lasting and positive results.  He commented that, “We are starting the initial process with new steps for the future and I think the South Berkeley Neighborhood Development Corporation (SBNDC) has shouldered the process the City Council has requested of them. The community has put forth a good effort and Ed Church has enlisted the help of task force members to address the issues raised by the community. I wish the task force members the best and encourage them to not be in a rush as we want to make sure we are thorough and complete. I wish the task force well in their deliberations.”
Mayor Bates stated that he had just arrived, asked to be excused for being late; he deferred his comments until the end.

Jim Gleich said that he was here to introduce the task force members to each other and to the community. First, I would like to say the City Council in December asked the SNNDC to convene a task force to develop basic elements and potential criteria for a project at the Ashby Bart site resulting in a Request for Qualifications from potential developers. The task force will review materials submitted and make recommendations to Council. This process is intended to be diverse and a broad neighborhood process. We are asking the task force members to answer the following questions after I introduce each one of you:

Who are you? Neighborhood Association? Organization? Etc.

Where do you live?/
Why are you interested in the task force?

What would you like people to remember about you?

(Task Force member Dmitri Belser was not present.)
Jim Gleich introduced Dan Cloak and the other members of the Task Force.
Dan Cloak 
Hi, my name is Dan Cloak and I live at Prince and Harper since 1990. I run a one-person engineering business and can see Ashby Bart out of my window. I have been involved in various commissions including serving on the health commission a number of years ago and I organized a mayoral debate. I wanted to be involved in this process and ensure it has structure and accountability. As far as remembering me, my wife runs Sweet Adeline, the bakeshop on the corner of Adeline and Alcatraz.

Andy DeGiovanni
Two children attending Berkeley public schools and a keen interest in the development of the neighborhood. I live at 1633 Harmon and have lived there for the last eight years. I have 2 kids who attend Malcolm X School. I don’t have much expertise to bring to the table but am happy to be selected and looking forward to community participation.

Jiane Du
Hi, I am an architect with a minority firm with twenty years of experience. Designed and built her own home, one of three in a multi-family project, in South Berkeley. I have a master’s degree in Urban Design and Planning from Harvard. I have been involved with the South Berkeley community. I have 2 kids, boy and a girl – she is two years old.

Frankie Lee Fraser
Long-time West Berkeley resident; Past chair, San Pablo Park Neighborhood Council; Board member, West Berkeley Neighborhood Development Corporation; named Outstanding Berkeley Woman, 2004. I live on Parker/Acton on the border. I would like to see it be a smooth process and hope everyone can be pleased. I try to be a consensus builder and very open. After the controversy started, I became interested in seeing what the group could come up with as best ideas. I really do care what happens to residents in this area and want to reach consensus. I have a fourteen year old who attended Malcolm X School and will be attending Berkeley High next year.

Mike Friedrich
Lived in South Berkeley since 1982; third generation Berkeley resident. Long time member of the Parker-McGee Neighborhood Association and am familiar with housing issues through work at a UC employee union and from being on the board of Livable Berkeley. Ran a small entertainment business management company at the corner of Shattuck and Ashby for ten years. This is my first time being on a task force and I am not sure what I bring to the table. He first became interested when employees at CAL couldn’t afford to live in community. What I would like people to remember about me is that I listen to everybody.

Marcy Greenhut 
Recycling Coordinator, City of Berkeley, coordinates with school district. Transportation Commissioner and Pedestrian Subcommittee. Berkeley Drop In Center Advisory Board, Jan 2005 – present; School Traffic Safety Committee, City of Berkeley and BUSD. Board Member, Bicycle Friendly Berkeley Coalition. Parent, Malcolm X Elementary School 1997-2002. Berkeley Community Gardening Collaborative Coordinator, Sept. 2001 – March 2002. President, BEST (Berkeley Ecological and Safe Transportation), 2002-2005. Interested in task force because she cares about BART and uses the flea market. 

Toya Groves
South Berkley resident; owner, CLEVA clothes; elementary school teacher in Oakland. Alumni of CAL and has been going to the flea market since she was twelve years old. As a teacher her interest innately is to link elders and youth.

Mansour Id-Deen
Executive Director of Inter-City Services Career Development Institute, a non-profit community-based business on Adeline. 1984 was our 22nd year working in conjunction with the City of Berkeley. Worked on Byron Rumford Plaza There was some controversy at the beginning but we worked through the process and I think the development has proved to be a positive aspect for the community. I am interested in having a project we can be proud of. 

Jeffrey Jensen. 
Urban and Environmental Planner with 15 years of experience in coastal, environmental, and urban planning. Currently an Office Chief at Cal Trans and serves as the Environmental Manager for the new San Francisco Oakland Bay Bridge Seismic Safety Projects. (No role or responsibility in evaluating or recommending the funding of ay grants for transit-oriented development, including any grants for the Ashby BART planning.) Resident of North Oakland since 1994. A specific interest b/c he wants to be near a transit center for ease and convenience. Interested in the type of development and concerned about the greater good for the community, I live 1-½ blocks from Ashby BART station. Requested to include an Oakland resident on the committee.

Maryann Sargent
Masters Degree in Urban Planning from UCLA. Project manager for an affordable housing developer in Oakland. Has done research with the San Francisco Public Health Department’s Eastern Neighborhoods Community Health Impact Assessment and has run a small business (Global Exchange’s Fair Trade Crafts Stores in both San Francisco and Berkeley). Resident of North Oakland since 1994. I live on Beacon Street, across from LeConte School for 2 years. I lived in previous residence for 6 years as a low-income renter. I went to the first few meetings and felt very anxious about the process. I want it to be a collaborative process. I walk everywhere or take BART. I have a prior career in broadcasting documentation. What I would like people to remember about me is that I want to make this a collaborative process and make the neighborhood a lively place.

( Task Force member John Selawsky was out of town for the meeting.) 

Taj Johns introduced Ed Church to make a presentation on the overview of the Task Force charge and process. 

(Presentation, Ed Church start at 7:44 p.m.; end 7:51 p.m. – see attachment of PowerPoint slides.)

Taj Johns thanked Ed Church and stated that the notes for both this meeting and the presentation will be published on the website of the SBNDC.   She also requested to put what the Task Force charge is specifically in a 2-3 page document.
E. Green
Really glad to see the cross section of the task force members, but I feel there was poor publicity and poor notification.

T. Johns
OK, so the first task is to increase the noticing and publicity of these meetings.

T. Groves
The Internet is a mystery or imaginary to a lot of people. We need more paper like flyers. I think the Internet may be keeping a lot of people uninformed of this process if that’s the only tool we are using.

E. Green
I found out about this meeting by chance on Saturday.

T. Johns
How do you feel we can best get info out?

E. Green
Flyers at every available public facility throughout all of Berkeley including senior centers, BART stations, supermarkets, stores, hospitals, and churches.

A. DeGiovanni
I was wondering if there is any budget available for publicity? I think mailers to each address in South Berkeley, North Oakland; the entire area. The next meeting starts in one week. Is there enough time for people to receive mailers and adjust their schedules to attend the meeting?

T. Johns
Let’s find out if there is a budget available. Panel?

J. Anthony
The City doesn’t have money to do what they do in Berkeley, let alone in Oakland or elsewhere. Maybe the most popular newspapers?

E. Green
and every BART station?

O. Neumann
I don’t know how much the task force members know about the process so far, but it’s been lousy. Up to this meeting, where we have been told the Council has charged the SBNDC to appoint his task force and research the items they say they have is not true. I have watched the minutes of that meeting and the Council didn’t. I am going to leave that for now, I represent the flea market and thinks this will be the death of the flea market. Everyone knows the City wants the flea market to leave. The 2001 and 2004 studies raise questions about economic feasibility of the development. 

M. Anderson
I will respond to one aspect. We were there the night of the Council meeting when this was determined and requested of the SBNDC and Council was explicit in the process. To vocalize this did not happen is disingenuous.

T. Johns
How open do we see this meeting being? I think this is the charge of the task force. So, how do we go about noticing for the meetings? Noticing for the flyers?

L. Menard
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Laura Menard and I am the chair of ROC (Russell Oregon California) Neighborhood Association and we flyer over 3000 households for noticing. We have been in existence for over 6 years and live in one of the most dangerous neighborhoods in Berkeley. I don’t feel the task force represents the neighborhood accurately. This task force represents more of the politics in Berkeley. I agree with Osha (Neumann) and this place is more about alienation. I think the City of Berkeley (COB) puts politics first before the people. I invite any one of the task force members to any one of their meetings.

T. Johns
The task force is here discussing process but community is always involved and invited for the process plus they can go to Council on two different dates as well, correct, Ed?

E. Church
Osha raised a content question regarding the flea market and whether it can be accommodated and can other parts of this process be accommodated.

O. Neumann
In its present location?

E. Church
I don’t know that, but this is a very specific part of why this process is important so we can find that out.

J. Jensen
I echo Jesse Anthony’s comment regarding using newspapers to publicize these meetings and this process. Berkeley Daily Planet in the Events/Meetings area of the Community section is the place we can post information. We can also make headway into neighborhood groups and associations, policing groups and other organizations.

S. Lawson
I am an Oakland resident and I live 4 blocks from the BART station. How open are we to not have development there? I know Macarthur BART is having huge glitches with half of the parking lot now. Taking away parking right outside of BART is crazy. The arts community wouldn’t…Is it on the table to leave it as it is?

T. Johns
Do we know what this looks like?

E. Church
There is no way BART is going to give up parking. The task fore will get the feasibility studies and I think it will be accommodated. It is crucial for both BART and the Arts community to have parking. There is not way there wouldn’t be parking.

R. Lauriston
I was one of the first neighbors to get involved when I found what Church had been up to. I looked up the feasibility study. I am completely sick of listening to government staff and elected officials talking to us; talking down to the community.

T. Johns
Maryann Sargent, one of the task force members, came up with the idea of what you think should be the content of the flyer and the neighborhoods where it should go. Who is offering to flyer?

Anonymous
Question, do you know most community members don’t want this development?

T. Johns
They won’t find that out if we don’t do what we are supposed to do here.

T. Groves
Is there money for the flyers?

T. Johns
No money; we need volunteers.

L. Menard
I don’t see any of the stakeholders. Where is Ashby Arts, BART riders, flea market folks?

Anonymous
I don’t know what the parameters are around rules of the task force. Is this set in stone? What about absences or adding people?

Anonymous
How were the task force members chosen?

T. Johns
Everyone is saying this is crazy and what hasn’t happened in the past but I am still trying to bring everyone back to focus on the flyer and noticing.

E. Green
Since we feel underrepresented on the task force, is there a way to make changes?

T. Johns
OK, I am hearing two questions; panel, can you please respond?

J. Gleich
Applications were requested and reviewed based on knowledge of housing, economic feasibility, business, or residence. 

J. Anthony
There are people sitting here representing folks so it seems we can assume there is representation and those voices and views are being heard and included in this process. We asked people to be a part of the process and they refused. Because people don’t want to be a part of it, this could go o forever if people just don’t want to see the development happen.

T. Johns
so, who is willing to distribute flyers; we have Laura Menard from ROC and we have 2 folks from the flea market. Anyone else?

J. Albinere
Can you clarify how task force members were selected because when you talk about increasing density, you are talking about affecting the people closest to the site. Only 1 task force member lives within 1 block or two of the site so other folks may have different objectives.

T. Johns
I hear we need more clarification.

J. Anthony
Enough about how and why. So, no more clarification. This is a small town. I am sure some people will never be satisfied. I think we did what we were supposed to.

J. Gleich
There was no conscious effort to exclude anyone from the task force.

E. Church
Please look at public participation. We are going to hear from BART because they own the land and the City Council owns the development rights. The public is involved in every step of the process. There is a question whether the City Council charged SBNDC to start this project. I encourage all of you to go to the website and listen to the December 13 meeting at 2 hours 13 minutes and listen for yourself.

Anonymous
It wasn’t in the resolution they passed.

T. Johns
It is now 8:25pm and I don’t like to go any longer than 9pm, so lets get back to the flyer. I want to stress if you are not on the task force, please understand you can participate in every step of this process and all of this information will be published and noticed.

O. Vincent
I am very active and have been involved in this since it first came up, and I was not asked to be on this board. I spent three weeks researching Transit Oriented Development (TOD) and spent hours interviewing folks. They don’t know me.

T. Groves
What’s TOD?

L. Menard
One of your task force members doesn’t even know what TOD stands for!  Obviously, the alienation is echoed I want a panel that doesn’t jump on us. Flush out the good or bad TOD.

E. Church
This will be covered in the second meeting. There will be a presentation at the Fruitvale BART station’s Transit Village regarding this subject of Transit Oriented Development this week if anyone is interested in finding out more information.

T. Johns
Is it possible to integrate presentations at a meeting?

E. Church
I didn’t want to overload presentations.

T. Johns
I am hearing they all want a presentation on TOD before the BART presentation.  The first meeting’s presentation will be by BART and what their expectations are. The 2nd meeting will be an open discussion on TOD. Another action is to put out a flyer.

T. Groves
I am new and I don’t know the jargon, which is also very alienating, but as a task force member, I would love to see and get the knowledge that you all have. But don’t sit here and insult. This is a very tense situation. We are trying to move forward and sort this out. 

T. Johns
Back to the first ground rule.

A. DeGiovanni
Speaking of process and looking at the flow chart, given consensus can be reached, a recommendation to City Council Will they listen to what people have to say?

M. Anderson
When Council receives community issues before them, they come in a packet. The buck stops here. We have to make the decision this process is critical and we have to make a concrete plan. It is hard for us to make judgments at this table but if we didn’t find this to be an important process then we would not have appointed a task force.

Mayor Bates
When we appoint task forces, we really take it seriously. Recommendations from task forces are usually adopted and accommodated more than 90% of the time. Like the Creeks Task Force, this is a big task force and they have several issues in front of them, but we do take their work seriously and that is reflected in our decisions.  With that being said, it is time for me to go have dinner with my spouse, so if you all don’t mind, I would like to make my comments now.  We are hoping to get money from the State. Some things we can’t ignore, like:  
City Council is interested in some kind of affordable housing on BART site

Flea market has been there 30+ years and its not going anywhere. No decision will be made without accommodating the flea market.

This has to benefit the community, not just with housing, but the needs of the whole community

With parking, there are going to be situations with the parking. BART can’t lose their parking.

I want to see a scale of development and excellent design but I don’t have a number of units. It will be to scale.

There is absolutely no way eminent domain is going to happen. We want this to be an asset and something positive to move forward.

How were all of you notified tonight?

For those not on the task force, all of you do have a voice and the buck doesn’t stop here. 

E. Green
We heard about this meeting through word of mouth by a board member of the SBNDC.

E. Church
It was published by email and newspaper.

D. Cloak
We are getting down the road a bit with planning, but I wanted to find out of the task force could have met ahead of time? Also, what resources are available regarding history like when Adeline was expanded to 6 lanes? 

D. Cloak
I welcome the public, but the task force needs to meet; discussing and putting out questions. We certainly need input from the public, but at some point we need to meet on our own as well.

Anonymous
I have come to every single meeting of Ed Church and Max Anderson. What responsibility does the task force have to communicate back to us, the stakeholders?

T. Johns
That’s what Dan was saying; the task force needs to develop their structure.

E. Church
I am the secretariat and I apologize for any inconsistencies.

Taj Johns announced that the next meeting is next Monday, May 22 at 7pm, ends at 9pm at the South Berkeley Senior Center. The last half hour will be for questions. BART will be here to present and there may be other aspects. Between, now and then we can focus on email, newspapers, and the flyer.

M. Sargent
Do we have a date when the flyer is ready?  Please come up and add information to the information posted up here for volunteers and flyer content. I am not sure where the $20 will come from to pay for the flyers or who will distribute.

Close of meeting
9:09 pm
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